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PROGRAM NOTES

In this quartet, subtitled “Landscapes and Portraits,” each
of its movements is intended to express particular cmotions
in a pictorial way. “Neguange” is the name of one of the
most beautiful areas on the Caribbean coast of Colombia,
This movement is based on rhythmic patterns taken from
the Porro and the Currwlao— two African-influenced folk
dances that are very popular in the region. Thus, the usc of
percussive effects is one of its most apparent characteristics.
“Neguange” serves as an introduction to the whole quartet,
with its melodic materials anticipating those of the second
movement, and its harmony foreshadowing that of the third
and fifth movements.

“Portrait of A. M. T.,” the second movement,
emerges from the first with no break. It is 2 memorial of a
very close relative who died tragically during the writing of
this quartet. It aims to reflect all the unanswered questions
that keep coming back since she decided to leave.

The third movement’s title, “Bambuco,” is the
name of one of the most representative dances of that patt
of Colombian folklore that was influenced by European
music. Originally, the dance rthythm belonged to the Andes
zone of Colombia, but one can also find Bambucos in
Venezuela, Perd, Bolivia and Ecuador. The European origin
of this dance and its particular character make this
movement analogous to the fast, triple-metered dance
movement (Scherzo) of a classic string quartet.

The interlude that serves as a bridge between the
Bambuco and the fast finale is a coloristic meditation on
sound—a contemplative reexamination of ideas from the
second movement.

The finale was inspired by the last movement of a
string quartet by the Bohemian composer Florian Leopold
Gassmann (1729-1774), who held the prestigious position
of Hofkapellmeister at the Viennese court between 1772
and 1774. Despite his successful carcer as a composer and
the considerable renown he achieved in his lifetime, today
he is almost unknown. The last movement of this String
Quartet is a tribute to those good composers that have been
overshadowed by the greatest and about whom we know
litde these days. The most complex of the five movements,
"A Portrait of F. L. Gassmann," was actually written first,
and provided the basic materials for the rest of the quartet.
Formally, it is a mixture of Sonata-Allegro and Fugue
(typical of Gassmann's own works), with a constant and
progtessive compression of materials.

Juan A. Cuéllar, 2001

NOTE TO THE PERFORMERS

The first movement of this work uses some percussive devices. These devices
include tapping the soundboard, tapping the rim of the soundboard and hitting the
fingerboard. For that reason, the music has been written in two staves per
instrument. The regular five-line staff contains the usual notation for traditional,
normal playing. The two or three-line staff indicates the two or three different
percussive sounds to be produced (as it is shown on the first page of the score). The
performers are free to replace the suggested percussive emulations with what they
might consider more effective and convenicnt. There should be as many different
sounds as lines in cach percussion staff,

Duration: ca. 25 minutes
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